INTRODUCTION.
In 1870 Dr. F. V. Hayden discovered the fossil remains of an extinct lizard in the Bridger deposits, Eocene, in the vicinity of Granger, Sweetwater County, Wyoming, which Dr. Joseph Leidy briefly described^as Saniwa ensidens.
The type specimen was deposited in the United States National Museum, where it has remained in the same unprepared condition as originally received 50 years ago. It was preserved in a considerable number of blocks of ash-colored rock, the only evidence of the embedded specimen being two vertebrae, which had been uncovered, and the numerous bones which protruded from the broken faces of the rock.
Recently this specimen has been fully prepared by Mr. N. H. Boss, preparator in the Section of Vertebrate Paleontology, and under his skillful manipulation all the contained bones have either been entirely freed from the matrix or worked out in bold relief. This work has resulted in uncovering many elements whose former existence was unknown, and especially important was the discovery of a considerable part of the vertebral column and the greater portion of the skull and lower jaws.
Since paleontology as yet affords ver}-little information concern- ing the evolution of the more specialized land lizards, the unusual perfectness of the skeletal remains of the present specimen, coupled with the fact that Saniwa ensidens was the A^ery first extinct lacertilian lizard to be described from North America, it is of sufficient interest to Avarrant a full and detailed description of the type specimen.
» Proc. Acad. Nat. Scl HjTDophyses for the articulation of chevrons are situated one-fourth the length of the body from the posterior extremity.
A tooth was found, after careful search, in proximity to what appear to be traces of the skull. It consisted of the crown, broken from its connection, the character of which, therefore, can not be ascertained. It will be seen from an examination of the preceding list of the bones preserved of the type of /Saniwa ensidens Leidy that a very considerable part of the skull and lower jaws has been preserved. Most of these bones, excepting the palate shown in plate 1, were found disarticulated, though none of the bones were far removed from one another in the matrix. Curiously enough the larger and heavier elements of the skull, such as the parietals, irontals, nasals, and premaxillaries, are entirely missing. It is also unfortunate that the anterior ends of the articulated maxillaries and vomers, as well as the symphysial ends of the dentaries, are wanting. These parts extended into another block of the matrix, which was either rejected in the field or has since been lost. 13 ). fig. 16 ).
The lateral margins oi the ball project a little beyond the narrow constriction which divides it from the rest of the centrum.
In advance of this constriction the sides of the body rise, expanding outwardly at the anterior end to form the projecting costal tubercle, which appears to be supported by both the neurapophyses and centrum, though nowhere in the series is there a trace of the neurocentral suture to be found. The tubercle for the ribs in this section of the column presents a hemispherical articular surface as in the living Monitor, In front of the tubercle the heavy support of the prezygapophyes rises, extending upward and slightly forward, the upper articular surface being flat looks inward and, upward, the whole projecting but slightly anterior to the forward end of the centrum. The incompleteness of the postorbital bar; the toothless palate; pterygoids and palatines, widely separated ; infraorbital fossa bounded by pterygoid, palatine, and transverse, the maxillary being excluded; pleurodont dentition; teeth pointed; dorsal centra with flattened haemal surfaces devoid of carina ; and the absence of dermal scutes constitute a combination of characters, together with the close resemblance of most of the bones of the skeleton to the living « Ann. Mus. Nat. Hung., vol. 16, 1918, pp. 444-445. " Idem, 
